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Letters to the editor* 1 
Dear Mr. Editor, 
Love is buying your wife a heart-shaped 
box of candies at an "outlandish" price, 
and refraining from telling her what it cost. 
Even though your suggestion caused me to 
discover again the inflated price of fancy 
wrapped candies, still I wish to praise you 
for "In Praise of Romance" in the 
February 10, 1973 Visitor. 
And I'll add this comment: it was worth 
every penny even though the cost was more 
than a year's subscription to the Visitor. 
With God's help our marriage is growing 
sweeter every day — and its over 10 years 




In the January 25 issue of the Visitor an 
article entitled "Peace and Evangelism" 
appears by Rev. John K. Stoner, Mr. 
Stoner, in criticizing the dispensationalist 
viewpoint concerning the kingdom, in-
dicates his own lack of understanding of 
dispensational teachings. Recognizing the 
difficulty of understanding and evaluating 
a viewpoint to which one does not adhere, I 
offer the following clarifications from the 
viewpoint of a committed dispen-
sationalist. 
It is said that " the nonresistant 
evangelical asserts the present reality of 
the Kingdom of God." Is this to imply the 
dispensationalist does not? The dispen-
sationalist indeed asserts the present reali-
ty of the kingdom of God. He believes it 
exists this very day both by virtue of God's 
continuous sovereign rule over his creation 
and likewise in the hearts and lives of 
believers who are willingly subject to God 
through the new birth. What the dispen-
sationalist does deny is that the Millennial 
Kingdom (that is: Christ's direct, earthly, 
rule of universal peace and justice for all 
men as foretold by the Old Testament 
prophets.) exists today. 
Nor is dispensationalism incompatible 
with nonresistance. One of the important 
dispensational leaders in this country, Dr. 
Alva McClain was both nonresistant and 
dispensational, likewise is the entire Na-
tional Fellowship of Brethren Churches. 
I believe Mr. Stoner's criticism of the 
dispensationalist's use of "footnotes, 
colored inks, charts and graphs" is 
pointless. The word "kingdom" is used 
hundreds of times throughout both 
Testaments in a variety of meanings and 
contexts. The average Christian, including 
the nonresistant evangelical, is quite foggy 
in his understanding of the various uses of 
the word "kingdom." The dispen-
sationalist employs these educational 
techniques in a sincere effort to present and 
clarify the meaning of God's Word. 
It is my hope that these comments will 
indicate that dispensationalism is neither 
friend or foe of nonresistance, but can 
coexist with both nonresistance and other 
Christians' attitudes concerning war. 




I read your editorial "In Praise of 
Romance" the same day I read an article 
in The New York Times on the Louds, the 
family whose seamier problems have been 
shown on TV from coast to coast. 
It is interesting that apparently none of 
the three elements in your "holy trinity" 
remained in the Loud marriage and it 
collapsed during the period when their 
family's life was being filmed. Your com-
ments are timely and need to be taken 
seriously. 
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Editorial 
The Good Samaritan and the Evening News 
It is not easy to be a "good Samaritan" in our day. 
Perhaps it never was. To be a "good Samaritan" 
demands our time and our money and our caring. These 
all run counter to the selfish nature which is so much 
with us. 
But the difficulty is more than dealing with our selfish 
bent. The very magnitude of the need overwhelms us and 
dulls our sensitivity. Those who have been stripped, 
beaten, and left half-dead by man's unhumanity or 
nature's, confront us on the evening news and on the 
front pages of our newspapers. They populate our inner 
cities and live on our Indian reservations. Their ad-
dresses include Rapid City, Buffalo Creek, Wilkes 
Barre, Bangladesh, Managua, and Burundi. 
The size of the need not only overwhelms us, what is 
worse, it causes us to become calloused and insensitive. 
We shake our heads in pity and almost disbelief and pass 
by on the other side. The very magnitude of the need 
detracts from the personal aspect of the suffering. It is as 
if a city or a nation suffered but not its people. 
It is for such a time as that that Mennonite Disaster 
Service and the Mennonite Central Committee have 
come into being. When the size or the distance of the 
need is beyond the ability of person or a congregation we 
can link arms in a cooperative area of ministry. 
You and I can be at those places of disaster and need 
through those who are sent by MDS and MCC and who 
express the kind of Christian caring you or I would hope 
to share if we were there. 
To do this MDS and MCC need our gifts in kind and 
money. They need our sons and daughters. They need the 
fathers and mothers of these sons and daughters. They 
need those who may not have sons and daughters. 
This issue of the Visitor includes the annual report of 
the Mennonite Central Committee and a summary of 
their annual meeting. The issue of March 25 will include 
a story on the Mennonite Disaster Service and their 
annual meeting. 
Should anyone be tempted to think that this is a little 
heavy or\ the side of the material and physical ministry by 
the church let him read again the four gospels. Should 
anyone think that material aid deadens evangelistic zeal 
let him attend the Annual Unit Meeting of MDS or visit 
with the Executive Secretary of the Mennonite Central 
Committee. 
Love for God and love for neighbor were joined by 
Jesus in two "great" commandments. What God hath 
joined together let not the church put asunder. Z 
Let's Try the Logic of Jesus 
I learned recently that a representative from the 
Mennonite Central Committee visited one of the colleges 
of a constituent group of MCC in the interest of 
contacting students for Voluntary Service. I understand 
that in previous years a visit to this campus called for a 
three-day stay in order to schedule interviews with those 
who had interest. This year only six students showed up 
for interviews. 
I know of programs within the Brethren in Christ 
Church which were strongly supported by Voluntary 
Service which are now faced with some major decisions 
due to the lack of this type of ministry. 
This has not come about totally unexpectedly. As the 
draft was coming to an end the question was being asked, 
"What will happen to our Voluntary Service program?" 
Maybe it is too soon to answer that question, but there 
are indications that our Voluntary Service program was 
motivated more strongly by the draft than we would like 
to believe. 
One could have hoped that the relationship between 
the draft and Voluntary Service had not been quite so 
close; that the motivation for service had had a higher 
source than the decisions of the United States govern-
ment, that a term of Voluntary Service was not depen-
dent on the Selective Service lottery. 
A term of service to the church on the pattern of 
Voluntary Service is a valuable resource to the church 
and a valuable experience to the volunteer. The church 
needs to find a way to challenge an increasing number of 
our youth in a significant period of service through the 
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church. This service must be in meaningful areas both in 
the life of the church and for the volunteer. 
It could well become the expected pattern and normal 
expression of church membership — somewhere between 
a requirement and an option. Circumstances would have 
a bearing upon the program but I believe it would do 
something for the church and the members if from the 
earliest memories of church membership a member of 
the Brethren in Christ assumed that sometime he or she 
would give a year or two or more in full-time volunteer 
service through the church. 
Care would need to be taken to assure that meaningful 
ministries would be engaged in or supported by these 
volunteers. A pastoral ministry would need to be 
provided to those isolated from the pastoral care of a 
congregation. Efforts to place the volunteer in an ap-
propriate assignment are essential. The entire ministry 
would need exposure in the home, in the congregation, 
and at the denominational level. 
Jesus made a statement upon one occasion which runs 
rather counter to our evangelical logic. We say, "If a 
man's heart is right his treasure will be put in the proper 
place." Jesus said, "Where a man's treasure is, there 
his heart will be also." 
To encourage a young man or a young woman to 
invest two years of his or her life in Christian service 
through the church will (if the words of Jesus are true) 
tip the scales in favor of this young man or young 
woman's heart being there. For where you have invested 
your life there your heart will be also. Z 
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THREE ESSENTIALS 
OF A LIFE OF FAITH 
r p H E FOLLOWING letter was found in a baking 
x powder can wired to the handle of an old pump that 
offered the only hope of drinking water on a very long 
and seldom-used trail across the Amargosa Desert: 
"This pump is all right as of June 1932. I put a new sucker washer into 
it and it ought to last five years. But the washer dries out and the pump 
has got to be primed. Under the white rock I buried a bottle of water, 
out of the sun and cork end up. There's enough water in it to prime the 
pump, but not if you drink some first. Pour about one fourth and let her 
soak to wet the leather. Then pour in the rest medium fast and pump 
like crazy. You'll git water. The well has never run dry. Have faith. 
When you git watered up, fill the bottle and put it back like you found it 
for the next feller. 
(signed) Desert Pete 
"P.S. Don't go drinking up the water first. Prime the pump with it and 
you'll git all you can hold." 
Nowhere have I seen the principles of faith more 
clearly set forth. What a person would do coming along 
that trail, half dead from lack of water and with an empty 
canteen could reveal much about his faith. Faith is not so 
much an academic subject for discussion or a theological 
term from the Bible, as it is something on which our very 
life hinges. 
Faith is composed of three ingredients. First, there 
must be an object. It is impossible just "to have faith." If 
you were a lonely traveler coming down that parched 
desert trail, you would have to trust in an unknown 
person named Desert Pete to keep from drinking the 
bottle of buried water. This would not be easy. He is a 
person you do not know. There is a great deal of evidence 
he is telling the truth, but there is no guarantee that he is 
not a practical joker or a lunatic. So, the first ingredient 
of faith is trust in someone or something, based on 
evidence but not infallible proof. 
The second ingredient is risk. Faith is always costly. If 
you were walking down that trail without water, there 
would be nothing more precious to you in all the world 
than a bottle of water? Desert Pete tells you that if you 
drink any part of that bottle of water he has left, you 
won't get any from the pump. So, it is necessary to risk 
the very stuff on which your life may depend to get a safe 
and sufficient amount. Faith is always expensive. 
The third ingredient is work. Some people have 
mistakenly interpreted faith as a substitute for work. 
Faith is not laziness. Desert Pete reminds us that after 
we trust and risk, we have to pump hard. 
Everyone uses faith daily. You have to trust either a 
partner in marriage or in business. Sometimes that trust 
is misplaced. In business, money and reputation are 
risked; in marriage, your whole life. For success, both a 
business and a marriage require a tremendous amount of 
work and consecration by both parties. 
So much for faith. But what about Christian faith? 
This is no different in its ingredients. First of all, one has 
to have faith in God and especially in the way God has 
revealed Himself to man in the person of Jesus Christ. It 
From the book Dare to Live Now! Copyright 1965, Zondervan 
Publishing House. Used by permission. 
is not faith in a principle but faith in a person — the 
Person! 
Second there is commitment that involves risk. A total 
commitment always has specific and immediate im-
plications that involve risk. It may mean asking 
forgiveness of another, making a specific restitution, 
beginning to tithe, or changing jobs. The more we 
commit of ourselves to God in very specific terms, the 
better we can know Him and His plan for our lives. 
Third, there is hard work. After one has had faith in 
God and committed his life to Him, then comes the hard 
work. Some people have interpreted the Christian faith 
as just a matter of hard work. This leads to a kind of 
living which may be religious, but is not necessarily 
Christian. Christian faith is more than hard work for 
Christ and His Kingdom. But I have never known an 
effective Christian who was lazy. 
In the Bible, Abraham has been called the Father of 
the Faithful. Because of his faith in God he left his home 
in Ur of the Chaldees. By faith he gave up the known and 
the familiar for the unknown and unfamiliar. He com-
mitted his life and his family and all of his possessions to 
the leadership of God, who called him to a new life in a 
new land. To find that new land and the new life required 
years of hard work. All of the men and women of faith in 
the Bible have had similar experiences. 
How do we practice Christian faith today? The rules 
are the same. First we must believe that God is. Then we 
must listen to Him. When God speaks, we must obey 
every order we get, and it usually requires a great deal of 
faith and hard work. If we trust Him, God will do for us 
those things we cannot do for ourselves. But he will not 
do for us those things that we can do! 
Many people wonder how they can know God's will. It 
really is not difficult. If we want to know God's will and 
are willing to do it, not knowing what it is, we have the 
assurance that He will make it known to us. Abraham 
Lincoln said, "When the Almighty wants me to do 
something in particular, He has a way of letting me know 
it." God wants to speak to us! 
I know a fine young man, the father of four children, 
who recently began to put his Christian faith to work in 
his job. He is a manufacturer's representative for a large 
plumbing and heating firm. 
One day he told me that a product he was selling did 
not measure up to specifications. He felt that, as a 
Christian, he couldn't sell a product he knew was 
dishonestly advertised. He knew God had been speaking 
to him. However, he was certain he would lose his job if 
he refused to sell this particular product. We prayed 
about it, and he told God he was willing to obey. 
I saw Dave a few days later. He had spoken to the 
directors of the company he was representing and told 
them he was convinced that the product was not all it was 
advertised to be and that he, as a Christian, could not sell 
it. 
The result of this act of faith came some weeks later. 
The company withdrew the product from its line, plan-
ning to work on it and make it what they had advertised. 
Dave was commended for his integrity and retained his 
position. But it might not have turned out so well. There 
is no guarantee. If we could be sure of the outcome, faith 
would not be necessary. 
Nicholas Murray Butler says, "I divide the world into 
three classes — the few who make things happen; the 
many who watch things happen; and the overwhelming 
majority who have no notion of what happens." 
We all want to belong to that class of people who 
"make things happen." There is a desperate need today 
for people of Christian faith — people who will make 
things happen by God's power, according to His will. 
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Checfe ^ e / t c 
John M. Drescher 
p H I L I P GUEDELLA, writer and biographer, tells 
-*- how in writing biographies, among the things he 
examines carefully, is the way a man spends his money. 
In writing the biography of the Duke of Wellington he 
found a pack of receipted bills, "a fruitful source of 
information." Mr. Guedella says, "Show me how a man 
spends his money and you will show me what kind of man 
he is." The use of money is a dead give-away as to what 
kind of people we are. 
Following genuine conversion to Christ it is common 
for persons to become ascetic. Things are deplored, 
despised and sometimes disposed of. It is one effort to 
take the words of Jesus seriously. Soon, however, a 
person sees that things are needed to exist and now a very 
severe test of spiritual maturity and spiritual values is 
raised. It is easy to allow material things to become 
uppermost. 
The writer is editor of the Gospel Herald in which publication this 




Self and Issues 
r P H E Mennonite Central Committee met for its annual 
-*• meeting in Leamington, Ontario, to discuss the 
progress of the MCC Self-Study, to adopt guidelines on 
the use of government funds, to resolve interest in 
reconstruction in Indochina, to consider a working draft 
statement on universal amnesty for conscientious objec-
tors, and to recognize four dynamic leaders of past inter-
Mennonite activities. 
Meetings ran from 9:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., packing 18-
19 January with some of the most intense discussion the 
MCC has known. 
Newton Gingrich, chairman of MCC (Canada), 
welcomed the Annual Meeting to Canadian soil, 
Thursday evening, January 18. Visitors from the United 
States were treated to stirring German and English choir 
renditions, an evening meal of "Klops," mashed potatoes 
and local mushroom gravy, and as the tables turned, 
occasional brotherly jabs about their ignorance of Cana-
dian ways. 
Self-Study 
An in-progress presentation of the MCC Self-Study, 
commissioned by the previous Annual Meeting and 
under the leadership of Robert S. Kreider, stimulated 
intense interest and involvement. Kreider snared a few of 
the many impressions he has gathered in his visits with 
constituent groups across North America. "Patterns of 
leadership are shifting down," he said. "No leaders give 
Mennonites the final word as once was the case." Kreider 
found that Mennonite and Brethren in Christ are 
"complex, diverse, bewildering and scattered," yet they 
show remarkable consensus. "Canada," Kreider said, "is 
the fastest growing part of the MCC constituency. 
Canadians are contributing more volunteers, giving more 
The writer is secretary of Information Services, Mennonite Central 
Committee. 
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Anna Mow writes, "Throughout church history there 
has been a swinging back and forth from 'beauty' and 
'austerity' in dress and architecture. Pride has just as free 
rein in austerity as it does in beauty. Simplicity is the 
balanced virtue. In simplicity there is no room for 
ostentation or ugliness; in fact simplicity is beauty." 
This is the day of the easy payment, the credit card, the 
status symbols, the great drive to promote the impor-
tance of things and the "buy now, pay later" push. 
Advertisements, TV programs and the great sweepstakes 
campaigns promote a spirit of greediness. "And if we are 
not committed to a different standard and if we are not 
careful we are caught in the spirit of covetousness. "The 
wicked blesseth the covetous, whom the Lord 
abhorreth." 
Jesus recognized that money is no surface matter. He 
knew that the deepest convictions and controls of our 
lives are all tied up with material things. So he spoke 
more about money than about any other ethical or moral 
question. 
This covetous spirit fastens itself upon the old rather 
than the young. And the most dangerous thing about it is 
that it is not thought of as the heinous thing it is. The only 
way to overcome covetousness is to strangle it, put it to 
death, mortify it. We do this by giving away. 
If we do not solve the problem of affluence we are 
doomed.« 
money and participating more in organizational 
meeting." 
To deal more adequately with the wealth of material 
already compiled in the Self-Study, members passed an 
Executive Committee recommendation to hold two 
extraordinary meetings in 1973. The first will be a two-
day meeting of the full MCC membership in early fall to 
review such issues as the mission, functions, resources, 
role, authorizations, organizational structure, represen-
tation, goals and priorities of MCC. 
Amnesty 
A working draft on amnesty, prepared by the MCC 
Peace Section was presented for discussion and adoption 
in principle. An earlier draft on amnesty had been 
presented at the MCC (Canada) Annual Meeting in 
Saskatoon, Sask., 12-13 January. 
The working draft sketches the history of Mennonite 
and Brethren in Christ refusal to participate in war. 
"Canada and United States were once known . . . as 
lands of refuge for persons who opposed peace-time 
conscription or who refused to fight in wars," the draft 
states. "Among those who came for such reasons were 
some of our Mennonite and Brethren in Christ forebears 
. . . The United States is now the land from which men 
are fleeing. Canada, among other nations, has been the 
recipient of many of these fugitives of conscience." 
The working draft resolves that the MCC Peace 
Section commend the Canadian Government for its open 
policy which permitted young men of conscience to 
immigrate; that the Peace Section constituency support a 
universal amnesty; and that the United States Govern-
ment grant a universal amnesty. 
MCC adopted in principle this 3Vi page working draft, 
referring it back to Peace Section staff for further work 
before the 30-31 March Peace Section meeting, in 
Ottawa, Ontario. 
Vietnam 
One resolution adopted by the Committee expressed 
appreciation to Church World Service and Lutheran 
to page six 
MCC 
from page five 
World Relief for seven years of association in Vietnam 
Christian Service, 1966 to 1972. "Though MCC has 
chosen to discontinue the joint administration, we fully 
anticipate considerable cooperation with Church World 
Service and Lutheran World Relief where our mutal 
interests intersect, both in Vietnam and other areas of the 
world," the statement read. 
On Saturday, 20 January, as United States bombings 
still rocked Indochina and as presidential inauguration 
celebrations had the attention of Washington, DC, and 
the rest of the United States, the Leamington assembly 
adopted a resolution on reconstruction in Indochina. 
Noting the possibility that the war might be ended in 
1973, that the Vietnamese society has been greatly 
disrupted by the war, that MCC has had 18 years of 
involvement in Vietnam, and that the people long for 
peace, MCC declared its desire to help reconstruct the 
war-torn areas of Indochina, including those areas now 
considered North Vietnam as well as South Vietnam and 
possibly Laos and Cambodia. MCC would work through 
and strengthen the efforts of Vietnamese Christian 
churches. 
Public Funds 
The committee passed guidelines for the use of govern-
ment funds in MCC programs. Especially in considera-
tion were Canadian International Development Agency 
(CIDA) funds, of which MCC has used $188,000 and 
which are available to MCC in even larger sums. 
The CI DA funds have no apparent political strings 
attached, and except in emergencies, are available on a 
matching basis only. Adopted guidelines for the use of 
CI DA and possible other government funds assure that 
MCC has no interest in accepting funds with political 
strings tied to them. The guidelines also make clear that 
government funds do not replace, but only supplement, 
the major support of constituency contributions. Any 
MCC use of government funds is to be reviewed annually 
by the Committee, with particular sensitivity to possible 
conflicts of philosophy and with freedom to cancel 
associations at any time. 
Recognition 
A particularly moving dinner program Friday evening 
involved the recognition of four Canadians whose ages 
totaled 320 years. Each of these men had served as an 
MCC member, and each had been involved in inter-
Mennonite activities well beyond his own community. C. 
A. DeFehr of Winnipeg, Manitoba; J. B. Martin of 
Waterloo, Ontario; E. J. Swalm, of Duntroon, Ontario; 
and J. J. Thiessen of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, were 
each presented a certificate of appreciation for their years 
of committed service to the broader Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ fellowship. (Editor's note: See article 
following) Though selections had not intentionally been 
made along conference lines, each man represents a 
different conference. 
Executive Committee elections replaced Robert S. 
Kreider with C. J. Dyck as vice-chairman; Kenneth B. 
to page twelve 
Bishop E. J. Swalm Honored 
Hi 
E. J. Swalm, Canadian churchman, long involved in 
inter-Mennonite offices, was recognized at the MCC 
Annual Meeting, Leamington, Ontario, January 19-20, 
1973. 
"E. J. Swalm served a jail sentence as a young 
conscientious objector to war," said Dan Zehr, executive 
secretary of MCC (Canada). "He can still speak about it 
with a joyful note." 
"E. J. has incarnated in his person the chief virtues of 
our Anabaptist vision," said William T. Snyder, ex-
ecutive secretary of MCC," and those are peace and 
social concerns and evangelism." Snyder presented 
Swalm with a certificate of recognition and gratitude for 
his service to the church through MCC. 
"I've had a good time serving the Lord and my 
fellowship," said E. J. Swalm. "It has been a pleasure. I 
disclaim any great sacrifice. I believe in nonresistance," 
he said, and added with a twinkle in his eye, "I may be 
more tolerant than I was in my teens—I wasn't noted for 
my tolerance!" Closing with a reference to a recent visit 
he had made to Messiah College, Grantham, Pa., E. J. 
Swalm said, "When I went there to talk to a group of 
young people, one brother asked, 'How in the world did 
you get mixed up in the peace movement?' 'I didn't join 
them,' I replied, 'They joined us.' " 
Also recognized at the meeting were J. J. Thiessen, C. 
A. DeFehr, and J. B. Martin. 
"I remember E. J. as an evangelist," said K. B. 
Hoover, professor of Messiah College and member of the 
MCC Executive Committee. "We youngsters would sit 
and drink it in when he came to our home. He was one of 
the first COs in the Brethren in Christ Church. Without 
him, we might not have been in the movement." 
E. J. Swalm's certificate of recognition read: 
We gratefully acknowledge the committed service given 
in the name of Christ by E. J. Swalm — as a Member of 
Mennonite Central Committee and for leadership in the 
Conference of Historic Peace Churches, a predecessor 
organization of Mennonite Central Committee 
(Canada). For the Mennonite Central Committee: H. 
Ernest Bennett, Chairman; W. T. Snyder, Executive 
Secretary, January 19, 1973, Leamington, Ontario. 
Evangelical Visitor 
No Protestant Concensus 
On Abortion 
Protestant theologians and religious 
leaders have had varying reactions to the 
Supreme Court's ruling that a woman 
having a physician-approved abortion 
during the first three months of pregnancy 
may not be prosecuted. 
Opinions range from approval of 
abortion-on-demand to rejections as 
strong as any made by Roman Catholics 
and Eastern Orthodox. 
While some churches advocate non-
restrictive laws in the context of individual 
decision, no Protestant denomination has 
said abortion should be approached 
casually. All stress the seriousness of an 
abortion decision. None have tried to de-
fine when life begins. 
Plain People Seeking 
Cheaper Farms in the West 
The high cost of choice Lancaster Coun-
ty farmland in the Keystone State are 
forcing a number of plain people west-
ward in search of cheaper land to till. 
Approximately 30 Amish families are 
already in central Missouri and a dozen 
more are planning to make the move by 
Spring, according to the Lancaster New 
Era. Many of those leaving are connected 
with the Groffdale Conference, a horse-
and-buggy Mennonite sect. 
Other factors in the move are the over-
crowding of churches, the danger of auto-
mobiles to horses and the smaller pop-
ulations of Missouri. 
Study Group Doubts Old Churches 
Will Survive "Decade of 1970s" 
Many "Old First Churches" in central 
city business districts will "not survive the 
decade of the Seventies," according to the 
conclusions of a Protestant team that 
studied 150 such churches in 130 cities. 
Dr. Ezra E. Jones and Dr. Robert L. 
Wilson also fear that numerous "Second 
Churches" just outside downtown areas 
can project no "sure" futures. The "Old 
First Churches," few of which have actual-
ly "died" to date, the team said, will not 
survive because contrary to some beliefs 
"financial resources alone" cannot keep a 
congregation going. 
C&MA Not Accepting Assumption 
Concerning Three Missionaries 
No listing from the Viet Cong has been 
received by the U.S. State Department on 
the whereabouts of C&MA missionaries 
Dr. Eleanor Vietti and the Rev. Archie 
Mitchell, along with Daniel Gerber of the 
Mennonite Central Committee, captured 
in 1962, but the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance cannot accept this as conclusive 
evidence that they are dead. 
March 10,1973 
"The control commission and the U.S. 
Government will seek additional informa-
tion which we will share as received," 
C&MA President Nathan Bailey said in 
New New York. 
Suicides "Democratic," Study Finds 
"Suicide is a very democratic phe-
nomenon. It knows no discrimination of 
race, color, creed, age, or sex," says a 
pamphlet produced by the Public Affairs 
Committee. 
All suicide victims have intense feelings 
of loneliness, helplessness, usually 
aggravated by what psychologists call the 
loss of a "significant other" . . . the loss, by 
death or rejection, of a husband or wife, 
mother or father, lover, brother or* sister, 
or any very important figure in a person's 
life. 
Bible "Break-Through" 
Seen in Rumania 
Some 250,000 Scripture portions were 
produced for the Rumanian Orthodox 
Church during 1968-72, more than three 
times the number going to that Com-
munist country in 1945-68, it was reported 
in London by United Bible Societies. 
This phenomenal growth is considered a 
"break-through" for Scripture production 
in the country whose president, Nicolea 
Ceausescu, has frequently stressed a need 
to "increase and intensify atheistic 
propaganda." 
United Bible Societies, which links more 
than 50 national Bible societies through-
out the world, reported that "with the 
exception of the 100,000 Bibles, which 
were produced at a State printing house, 
all the Scriptures have been produced at 
the 300-year-old printing plant of the 
Patriarchate." 
World Survey Shows Press 
Freedom in U.S. Eroded 
The United States showed up poorly in 
a survey of the International Press Insti-
tute concerning press freedom around the 
world. 
With the U.S. were Britain and the 
Philippines where, the Institute said, the 
greatest erosion of press freedom took 
place during 1972. 
"Christians . . . would be living in a 
dream world if we were not alerted to the 
dangers of these infringements of basic 
rights guaranteed by the Constitution of 
the United States," Frank Sharp com-
mented. 
Writing from the headquarters of the 
American Baptist Churches, the columnist 
urged Christians to be concerned with all 
threats to freedom because "a threat to 
one is a threat to all." 
He cited as examples IRS threats to 
examine the financial records of some 
church bodies; wiretaps of church tele-
phone lines; the illegal seizure of bank 
accounts of church groups disagreeing with 
government policies; the threat of with-
drawing tax exemption privileges for 
churches engaged in social action . . . "All 
these," said Sharp, "are causes for deep 
concern." 
Graham Tells Reservations 
About Vietnam War 
On the eve of his preaching at the Jan. 
28th White House worship service, 
Evangelist Billy Graham labeled the Viet-
nam war a "judgment of God on 
America," and admitted he had "grave 
questions" about it from the very begin-
ning. 
He told reporters he avoided making 
public his personal reservations about the 
war because "then I would be forced to 
take sides in every war in the world." 
He said honestly he felt "gloomy" about 
the renewed bombing of North Vietnam 
and declared that war was "born in the 
hearts of human beings who are in 
rebellion against God" and that such 
violence would persist unless mankind 
experienced wholesale repentance of sin. 
The evangelist, relaxed and looking fit 
after completing his annual physical 
checkup at Mayo Clinic, said that despite 
widespread opinion to the contrary, he had 
never taken a public position either for or 
against the war in Southeast Asia. 
Orthodox Jews Ask Tax Credits 
The Rabbinical Council of America has 
urged the U.S. Congress to adopt legisla-
tion giving federal tax credits to parents 
for the tuition they pay for children attend-
ing religious-sponsored schools. 
In a resolution unanimously adopted at 
its mid-winter conference, the nation's 
largest Orthodox rabbinical body held that 
such credits would not infringe on the 
principle of separation of church and state 
any more than the granting of tax exemp-
tion for religious agencies. 
Million Watt Missionary Transmitter 
Dr. Paul Freed, President of Trans 
World Radio, has announced that TWR 
has just signed the contract for a new 
MEGAWATT (one million watt) AM 
transmitter. This Gospel voice is expected 
to be in operation in mid-1974 from the 
heart of Europe. Working on a leasing 
arrangement with Radio Monte Carlo, 
Trans World Radio will be utilizing the 
new facilities on 1466 kHz during prime 
evening and nighttime hours. 
Coupled to a new high gain antenna 
system, the effective signal will be in-
creased ten times. Reception will be great-
ly improved in the areas now served, in 
addition to giving considerably greater 
coverage. 
In looking at last year's total mail 
response to the overall operation of Trans 
World Radio Monte Carlo and Bonaire, 
Dr. Ralph Freed, General Director, said 
that approximately 325,000 pieces of mail 
had been received. TWR's outreach is 
now in thirty-six languages covering an 
area of 650,000,000 people. 
The Year that Was J A P A 
John Graybill 
"This has been the greatest year of our lives," were the 
words of Lucille recently. "The Lord had answered so 
many prayers these past months that it seems almost 
unreal. I just praise the Lord over and over again." 
It is exciting to know that the newly-formed "Brethren 
in Christ Church Conference" in Yamaguchi-ken had its 
first full year of activity in 1972. As expected, the 
Conference has had its ups and downs, but it was a very 
good year for Christian growth and maturity in many 
ways. As missionaries, we are learning more and more to 
take the back seat in direct church administration and 
control. But there still seems to be a valuable ministry for 
us. Recently one well-known Japanese church statesman 
was quoted as saying, "Missionaries can and must be 
active in evangelism in Japan and will be needed yet for a 
long time to come." 
Already preparations are underway in several churches 
for the major thrust of Evangelism-in-Depth, which will 
be conducted in our southern part of Japan during 1973, 
and in which all our Brethren in Christ-related churches 
are participating. Prayer from around the world is 
requested as we make a special effort to reach every 
home and each person in Yamaguchi-ken with the 
Christian message. 
Small group cell evangelism continues to be our main 
method of thrust into new communities, where we meet 
in homes, schools, rented halls, or wherever we are 
invited. However, after six years of this "temporary" 
kind of witness, the Koganei church in Tokyo has felt 
that they need to supplement this cell ministry with at 
least one permanent church building. This building would 
serve as the central place of Sunday worship, ladies' 
meetings, weddings, funerals, and other necessary 
ceremonies. ' 
As can be expected, land in Tokyo is probably the 
most expensive in the world — sometimes running $ 1,000 
for one tsubo (36 square feet). But in the Lord's good 
mercy, and with financial help from the church in North 
America, we were able to purchase a piece of land (45 
foot frontage with 96 foot depth) for a price of $93,333. 
The site does have two existing buildings, which will give 
us some temporary income in rentals, but it is still a big 
step of faith for our Tokyo congregation. Because of lack 
of funds, a permanent building for worship will have to 
be postponed until later, but a temporary chapel accom-
modating about 80 worshippers is planned for construc-
tion this year. 
The Voluntary Service program of teaching conver-
sational English has been functioning in the rural areas of 
Japan as well as in Tokyo, reaching many unchurched 
people with the challenge of the gospel. However, as of 
this coming summer, this useful program will have to be 
discontinued for a lack of VS workers "to fill the gap." 
(Are you qualified and available?) 
As we continue to mingle among the masses of Japan, 
we can easily sense the indifferent attitude toward the 
church, and the unconcern in having a vital personal 
relationship with God. But we have a new conviction that 
as men and women come into hearing range of the gospel 
there is also a new hunger and searching for Truth. Just 
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recently I had the untold thrill of baptizing a man 
seventy-five years old, who has a glorious testimony for 
Jesus Christ. This is a miracle in any country, but 
especially in Japan. 
Conversions, the Holy Spirit filling and cleansing the 
believers, miracles of healings, a national church 
witnessing and growing, the saints living in victory, 
praying and watching for the Second Coming of Jesus — 
this perhaps sums up the immediate condition of 
Japanese church life. 
This house, on the front of the newly-purchased lot (45* x 96'), will be 
remodeled for the Tokyo Church. The block wall in the foreground will 
be removed to provide for a church entrance. 
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The second building on the lot, in the rear, will be rented as apartments 
for a few years. The lot is adjacent to the Music School where the 
congregation now meets for worship. 
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N Hagi Highlights 
Marl in and Ruth Zook 
The gospel has wide implications. We preach the 
important news of salvation through Christ, and at the 
same time realize that God works in ordinary matters such 
as birth and marriage. 
Through the influence of the work at Hagi Mrs. 
Matsubara accepted Christ when she was in high school. 
She married a non-Christian and moved to Esaki, one 
and a half hours away from Hagi. She was the only 
Christian in this town, but she clung to her faith and 
eventually, with the help of the Hagi church, her husband 
accepted Christ. 
Mr. Matsubara was never a strong Christian, and the 
lack of Christian fellowship finally caused Mrs. Mat-
subara to go into a deep depression. She could not 
function at home and eventually was hospitalized. The 
church spent much time in prayer for her and tried to 
visit and hold services with them. Then, last fall, she 
suddenly recovered. 
The miraculous change also brought her busband 
closer to the Lord. As an added bonus, Mrs. Matsubara 
is expecting a baby. They have two children but have long 
wanted another. We are thankful for spiritual and 
emotional stability coming to this home. 
The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Shibata of the Hagi 
church was married about three years ago. Neither she 
nor her husband were Christians, and their marriage was 
quite stormy. The daughter had trouble adjusting, and 
finally after a year returned to Hagi. Even in her own 
home she was troubled and restless, and finally attempted 
suicide. 
"Every Member 
Evangelism" Marlin Zook 
Recently the main focus has been the Soddin Dendo. This can 
be translated as "Every Member Evangelism." In Central and 
South America it is known as "Evangelism in Depth. In 
America it has been adopted as "Key 73." This year the five 
prefectures in Western Honshu are uniting in this effort. In these 
five prefectures there is a population of seven million people. 
In mid-January there was a three-day meeting where as many 
Christians as possible met for encouragement, explanation of 
the program, and prayer. Because of my schedule, I was unable 
to attend the whole meeting, but since Monday, January 15 was 
a holiday, I cancelled my English class and went for the day. (I 
left the house before 5:00 a.m. and arrived there about 8:30. 
After spending the day, I made the four hour trip home, arrived 
after midnight). 
The task of evangelizing the seven million seems impossible. 
True, there are about 47,000 Christians in the area, but Dr. 
Hatori estimates that only about 3,000 will participate in this 
evangelistic effort. That would mean each Christian will have to 
be responsible for about 2,500 people. What a task! 
The church prayed, and there was some emotional 
healing. About the same time her husband attended a 
revival with Mr. Shibata and accepted Christ. He was 
completely changed, and the joy simply radiated from 
him. The daughter returned to her husband — she too 
was saved — they were both baptized in December. 
In Japan a child is usually desired within the first year 
of marriage, but this marriage was in its third year and 
still no prospects. This condition would probably have 
continued had there not been salvation brought to this 
home. For Mr. and Mrs. Shibata, there is now not only 
the joy of the daughter and son-in-law being saved, but 
also of becoming grandparents this summer. God's 
dealing with barrenness in the Old Testament can also be 
a reality today. 
Another aspect of the work at Hagi is the requests 
which come from Christian parents to the members of the 
church, to help find a marriage partner for their son or 
daughter. Sometimes there is success; sometimes not. 
Mr. Kiyoshi Fujita was baptized at the Hagi church 
and was active in the young people's group. He left to 
attend a university, and is now a teacher in Kobe, 
continuing to be active in church life there. 
Some time ago he and his mother asked the church 
leaders dt Hagi to help find him a Christian wife. We 
were pleased to hear of this, because in Japan there are 
many more Christian girls than young men (who often 
don't seek out Christian girls). 
Matchmaking in Japan involves much time and 
protocol, but finally an omiai (a pre-marriage meeting) 
was arranged with Miss Yamamoto. She had become a 
Christian through the influence of her older sister, who 
had attended Pete Willm's Bible classes. The arranged 
meeting seemed to go well, and Mr. Fujita was happy. 
However, word had just come that Miss Yamamoto has 
refused. It seems that her parents (non-Christians) are 
against the marriage because Mr. Fujita is "too strong a 
Christian." 
We are very disappointed but are praying that God will 
work out the solution to this problem. We know He is 
interested in our everyday lives and is sovereign. 
Tokyo Classes 
Lucille (Jraybill 
For many weeks the women in our ladies' Bible class just sat 
and listened, but were thinking deeply. In our last class of the 
year, one lady opened her heart, which is filled with deep family 
problems, and simply shared her concerns. She said, as she kept 
wiping away the tears, that she never before shared these 
problems openly with anyone. Her big problem, in her words, is 
that "I can trust God but not people." Another lady suggested 
"Oh, I think you must trust people first, then God." Then the 
first lady said, "If this is true, then there is no need for me to 
attend these meetings anymore." I quickly responded that the 
Bible says not to put your trust in man, but in God. Oh, these 
dear ladies want to believe in Jesus so much, but their husbands 
stand in the way. Pray for them. 
In our last cooking class for the year, we had a packed-out 
living and dining room, with 58 ladies plus children. This year 
two American women came from the base nearby. Later I 
received a letter from one of them, stating that she had never 
before experienced such a closeness of the Spirit of God as she 
did at that meeting. I can hardly believe it. She is a Christian, 
older than I am. Although the class was all in Japanese and thus 
she didn't understand, she felt the warmth of fellowship from 
everyone. It was worth all the effort put forth. 
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TAe following article is presented to the readers of 
the Visitor as a report on one church's effort to do 
what needs to be done in its urban situation. The 
Bellevue Park Church in Harrisburg, Pa., is an 
extension church seeking to relate its "walk" to its 
"talk" in the'immediate community. The writers of 
the article were the two full-time workers in the 12-
week summer community program. Perhaps your 
church (be it rural or urban) may be sparked to 
consider its community, and what relevant 
ministries it might offer as a result of your reading 
these paragraphs. 
On Doing What 
Needed to Be Done 
Mary Siegrist and Emerson Lesher 
'"P H E CITY is a great mission field; one that the church 
•*• has not responded to in many areas. Often we have 
said that Christ has the answers for India and Africa. But 
He also has the answers for the city, Harrisburg included. 
To be effective missionaries, we have to meet the needs 
of the people in the community. The church must mean 
more to the neighbors than just a building sitting on the 
corner, used two or three times a week. We must actively 
show that the church is concerned about, and a part of, 
the local community. 
During the fall and winter of 1971-72, the Bellevue 
Park Church embarked on a program to involve com-
munity families, by providing meaningful activities for 
boys and girls through weekly club programs. Parents 
have repeatedly expressed their appreciation for the 
church's concern for the community which has been 
evidenced by taking this initiative. It is partially because 
of this response, and because of the need to show 
Christian love through an expanded program, that the 
church sponsored a summer community program in 
1972. 
The program was designed to help families by meeting 
some of the recreational, creative, emotional, and 
spiritual needs of youth and children in the city. In 
addition, since the church finds itself in a racially-
changing community, we sought to demonstrate an 
attitude of understanding in the spirit of Christ toward 
people who express strong racial biases. The challenge to 
the Brethren in Christ Church in Detroit, Chicago, and 
Brooklyn is being faced once again in Harrisburg. The 
church must begin to show others how Christ can help 
bridge the gap between the races. Laments about too 
little too late can be turned into rejoicing if we give 
ourselves to doing what must be done now. 
A description of the main features of the summer 
program follows: Day camping gave the children the 
opportunity to get out of the city and learn of God's 
creative work in the things around them. Their energy 
was expended in swimming, hiking, and nature crafts at 
Pinchot State Park and Camp Asbury. This also gave us, 
as staff members, a chance to communicate to them more 
on a one-to-one basis. 
Craft time was the occasion for many learning ex-
periences. The first few days we had too many children to 
work effectively with each child, so we came up with a 
more structured program. We divided the group into two 
age groups, ages 5-8 and 9-15, which was better. Some of 
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A focal point of the summer project was the tepee, constructed on the 
church's parking lot. 
the craft projects which were done were crepe paper 
vases, weaving gimp, candle-making finger-painting, 
plaster of paris molds, and craft stick projects. The 
young people enjoyed this part of the program and 
seemed happy and willing to make and do things. The 
three craft periods per week each involved an average of 
20-25 children. 
Recreation activities on the church lot brought a great 
response from the children and the parents. The lot 
became crowded with children playing. Often a parent 
wandered in to try the knoc-hockey board or some other 
game. In addition to providing equipment for games, we 
occasionally led group games to capture interest and 
encourage cooperation. Anywhere from 20 to 50 
youngsters visited the lot each day. 
Another important part of the project was the special 
event held each week. These included films, home-made 
ice cream parties, watermelon parties, and a pot-luck 
supper. These were all attempts to involve not only 
children, but also parents and the larger community in 
church-sponsored activities. 
We believe that we have begun to meet a need which is 
felt by many city families by providing a place for their 
children to play. The days get hot and long, but the 
playground activities provide opportunities for the 
children to observe the daily Christian witness of the 
playground staff. Children need to see Christian love in 
action if they are going to understand the purpose of the 
church. They must be impressed by the difference Christ 
makes in the lives of people. 
We believe that a good thing has begun, both in the 
community and in the life of our congregation — that of 
beginning to draw the eyes of the community to the 
activities of the church, and to our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Learning from the past and looking to the future, the 
church has begun to plan for this coming summer. 
Teaching by example can be most effective, if we are 
committed to doing it well. We are trusting God to guide, 
to sharpen the vision, and to supply the workers and 
funds. 
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The College and the Church 
Complementing Each Other 
Henry A. Ginder 
S INCE my office and residence is close to Messiah College, I have opportunity to be on campus quite 
frequently. I also have opportunity to sense the heartbeat 
of our administrators and our faculty, and also the fine 
spirit of many of the students. Seldom a day goes by but 
what I thank God for our college and pray for our college 
leaders. 
As a church, we should often thank God for our 
president, our dean, the heads of our departments, and 
our dedicated faculty and staff. We are very inclined to 
take these dear and good people for granted. They have a 
real concern for the youth of our generation and a 
genuine love for the church. 
It is likely not necessary to take the time of our readers 
to convince them that our church and our college are 
important to each other. Of this we are convinced. But we 
should read again the report of Messiah College to the 
1972 General Conference (Conference Minutes, pp. 92-
94), which includes a study of 107 Brethren in Christ 
congregations. The study reveals that 1,005 members 
were former church-college students, while only 198 of 
the members attended non-church colleges. This tells the 
significance of our college in preparing people for loyalty 
to their home churches. 
It is always true that a college is in the frontier of new 
thoughts and new concepts. This must be so. As a 
churchman, I would not be willing to be in a leadership 
role without the stimulation of the new ideas and thought 
forms which come from our college people. 
The college leaders and the church leaders need to 
continue to hear each other. In this the college has been 
open. The college administration insists on having 
bishops of our church share on such committees as 
college philosophy and college-church covenantal 
relationships. I personally served on both of these. It was 
also my privilege to share with the Accreditation Com-
mittee in a luncheon consultation. These are all oppor-
tunities for a churchman to relate to the college in a 
contemporary sense. 
College leadership must also hear and share on the 
administrative level of the church. At present our 
president is a member of the Board of Administration 
and our dean is on the Publication Board. The chairman 
of the Division of Natural Science is also chairman of our 
Board for Missions. Our dean and other faculty members 
often minister in our congregations. This I heartily 
encourage and hope for even greater sharing. 
The positive, evangelical position of our college is good 
and is a t t ract ing many students from sister 
denominations. The college is doing well in inviting some 
of the nation's best evangelical and holiness preachers for 
preaching missions and class seminars and lectures. I 
express concern in favor of an even stronger emphasis on 
the Spirit-filled life. This is the age of the Holy Spirit and 
provides a great opportunity for presenting our 
denomination's holiness position — the clean heart and 
the fullness of the Spirit. 
We can understand that with 850 students from many 
The writer is bishop of the A llegheny Conference, the conference in 
which Messiah College is located. Bishop Ginder is active in inter 
church movements — President of the Christian Holiness Association; 
member of the Executive Committee, Key 73. 
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backgrounds, there are at times demands, requests, or 
even practices which we would not approve. But we 
should remember, that the same situation occurs at times 
in our own churches or even in our homes. This should 
open the way for understanding and prayerful attitudes. 
Two practical areas need to concern us. They are the 
level of support for the Parish Grant and the slight 
decline in Brethren in Christ students in attendance. 
I suggest four areas for possible strengthening: 
1. Prayer Support. It is imperative that pastors and 
youth leaders across the church lead our people in regular 
intercession for our college and its' mission to our 
generation. While such prayer opens the way for miracles 
in behalf of our college and its needs, it also builds 
morale in behalf of the college and beautifully knits the 
church and the college closer together. 
2. Image Building. Every statement we make about 
our college communicates ideas and builds certain 
images. It is important for the college and for the church 
to keep improving the image of each with the other's 
constituency. We all agree that academic excellence and 
spiritual growth are not mutually exclusive. Why should 
it be that youth of other churches conclude their search 
for academic excellence and spiritual development by 
choosing Messiah College, while some of our youth 
choose other colleges? 
Leaders should speak appreciatively of our college and 
as much as possible have college groups to come to our 
churches. If the appearance may at times be a little 
shocking, do as one of my pastors did. He had a ladies 
trio to sing at his church. When asked how the girls 
performed, he said, "Oh, they did well. They were lovely 
girls. Their dress troubled me a bit. Then I turned my TV 
off and listened to them by radio." 
This pastor was understanding and considerate and 
sought to give the best interpretation to the situation. I 
believe both church and college profited by his approach. 
3. Student Enlistment. I feel very strongly that our 
leadership — pastors and parents — should lend their 
influence in favor of our church- and church-related 
youth to take their college work at our own Messiah 
College. Our college seeks to strengthen our unique 
heritage of Anabaptist and Wesleyan concepts and 
convictions. I believe Messiah does this better than any 
other college I know. Why then should not our youth 
attend our college? 
4. Parish Grant Support. In this area the college 
continues to give the youth of our church more money 
than the church sends to the college. This really is not 
right. Why should the college continue to subsidize the 
Brethren in Christ scholarship program from its 
operational funds? Really the church should be over-
paying their Parish Grant allotment and thus boosting 
the college's operational account. The guideline given to 
us is $10.00 per member for Parish Grant. This would 
cover it, and this we could all do. 
Let me testify again: I love the Brethren in Christ 
Church and I believe in Messiah College. I am assured in 
my spirit that both are very important to each other. I 
believe without each other, each would be restricted in its 
ministry. By loyalty to each other, both the college and 
the church will serve their constituency better. 
// 
What About 
Key 73 in 74? 
Clarence Lehman 
r p H E TIME, January 1974. The setting, a church 
•*• board meeting. The item on the agenda, "Evalua-
tion of Key 73." 
Chairman: Now that "Key 73" is history, we need to 
evaluate just what our congregation has achieved in this 
year of evangelistic thrust. Some of the questions we need 
to answer are: Have we shared Christ with those for 
whom we are responsible? Have we seen people won to 
the kingdom? Has our congregation shown any growth 
since January 1973? 
Mr. B.: Pastor, I certainly think the answer to the first 
question is obvious. According to my records, we visited 
nearly two hundred fifty homes. We shared Jesus Christ 
personally with seven hundred fifteen people, and we 
prayed with one hundred twelve people to help them in 
receiving Christ. That appears to me to be an outstanding 
record. 
Mr. S.: But I am perplexed by the answer to the last 
question. Our statistical records show that our congrega-
tion has not shown an increase in 1973. 
Mrs. T.: How can that be, one hundred people received 
Christ and yet our church hasn't grown? I always thought 
when people turn to Christ, the church grows 
automatically. I must have been mistaken, or maybe 
those decisions weren't genuine. 
Mr. B.: 1 find it puzzling that these Christians didn't 
come to church after they received Christ. Maybe I was 
presumptuous to think they would. 
Mr. H.: Did we need to take the church to them just as 
we took Christ to them? During the year, I really 
wondered whether we should have had some kind of 
home study follow-up. Could that have made the 
difference? 
* * * * * 
This could be your church board meeting in 1974, but 
this need not be the case. Christ has made provision that 
those who receive Him should go on to Christian maturi-
ty. But just as it is important to go forth seeking the lost, 
it is equally important to help Christians grow to 
maturity through the ministry and fellowship of the 
church. Jesus said in Matthew 28:18b (Living Bible) 
"Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I 
have given you." This does not suggest a haphazard, 
piece meal teaching of the Bible, nor does it imply that 
we need to feel responsible for covering the whole Bible 
immediately as might be done through the International 
Sunday School Lessons. But a real practical application 
of this command is that we teach as soon as possible the 
important concepts of the Christian life which will enable 
the new Christian to grow in his new faith. 
Helping Christians to go on to maturity may 
necessitate careful evaluation of our Christian education 
in the church. One pertinent question we need to ask 
about our Christian education is: Do we have an 
adequate curriculum to follow Key 73 evangelism? Does 
our curriculum provide adequately for effective follow-up 
The writer, a public school teacher, is Director of Christian Education. 
Wainfleet Congregation in the Canadian Conference. He is also 
Chairman. Board of Christian Education, Canadian Conference. 
teaching on important aspects of the Christian life such 
as: assurance of salvation; understanding what it means 
to live a Christian life; and how we grow in our Christian 
life through prayer, infilling by the Holy Spirit, and Bible 
study? We dare not risk stunting the growth of new 
Christians through a haphazard curriculum. 
New Christians are babes in Christ and as such need a 
proper diet. They need to be nourished just as rapidly as 
they can assimilate spiritual food. Many of them will be 
like the young man who said to me, "It's just like 
beginning to read: I'm starting at the bottom. I don't 
know what's in the Bible." How important to give such a 
Christian spiritual food immediately. 
Another question we need to ask is, Do we have 
sufficient flexibility in our Christian education organiza-
tion that we are prepared to teach new Christians in 
Sunday School or in other Bible study classes either in 
the church or in a home? Initially Christian nurture may 
have to be taken to new Christians in the same way the 
gospel was taken to them. Many churches are not 
prepared organizationally to do this but the Bible is 
equally effective whereever it is taught. As we observe 
how Christ discipled the twelve, it is evident he did not 
teach them only in the synogogue. 
A third question to be faced is: Does our Christian 
education teach maturing Christians how to become 
reproducing Christians? For too long many churches 
have been like a hive of bees: many workers, but few 
reproducers. Within God's divine will, he wants the 
Christian church to grow by multiplication rather than 
by addition. Howard G. Hendricks in his book, Say It 
With Love, suggests that if you were to take six months 
to disciple a Christian whom you had led to Christ, and 
during the next six months that disciple were to disciple a 
new Christian while you likewise discipled another 
Christian, by the end of one year there would be three 
discipled Christians. At this rate of evangelism and 
training beginning with one person the whole world 
would be won to Christ in eighteen years. This is 
evangelism by multiplication. "Idealistic" you may say, 
but certainly the Christian church in general and the 
Brethren in Christ Church specifically can have this as a 
goal. 
Will we meet the challenge of Key 73 or will we find 
ourselves in 1974 evaluating a program which has 
accomplished only one-tenth its potential? The answer to 
this question may partially lie in the Christian education 
program of your church and mine. 
MCC 
from page six 
Hoover with Roy Sider as assistant secretary; and 
retained H. Ernest Bennett as chairman. 
Total MCC income in 1972 was $6,829,000, of which 
41.6 percent was material aid, 36.2 percent was cash 
contributions from the constituency, and 22.2 percent 
other cash income which included V.S. and TAP ear-
nings. 1972 cash contributions increased 12.5 percent 
over 1971 contributions. 
MCC projects a 10.9 percent increase in 1973 budget 
expenditures over 1972 expenditures. 
The spirit of the MCC Annual Meeting in Leamington 
found its culminating expression when, as C. J. Rempel 
led a closing verse of "Blest Be The Tie That Binds," the 
32 members broke spontaneously into a second verse 
while reaching out to clasp hands in a circle uniting all 
around the table. 
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YOUTH IN ACTION 
Five Forks 
Plan for 73 
The Five Forks Crusaders are eagerly anticipating 
1973. Their proposed budget is $1,105. They will use 
this money to support a Navajo Indian child, send 
Christmas bundles overseas, support the local church 
budget, sponsor a five-day camp-out, and support their 
other activities. 
They raise their money by working at a local orchard, 
having one "hoagie" sale per year, sponsoring a slave 
day, having a sacrifice month, and taking offerings. The 
sacrifice month is a very challenging experience. During 
this period each Crusader will sacrifice many pleasures 
that other teenagers have. They then have one offering 
at the end of the month when all of this money is 
collected. Last year their sacrifice offering amounted to 
nearly $450. 
The annual camp-out which the Crusaders hold has 
developed into the highlight of their year. This is a five-
day event that is usually held in the mountains of Blue 
Knob State Park. This camp-out serves to bring the 
group closer together and more importantly closer to 
God. Each day includes three hours of Bible study or 
worship plus an evening devotional in each cabin. 
Scenes from 1972 Camp-Out 
Palmyra Youth "Afloat" Debbie Tobias 
This year (1972-1973) the Brethren in Christ youth 
group of Palmyra, Pennsylvania built a float. This was 
the second year our group entered the Christmas parade 
competition. In 1971 we won First Prize and this year 
we won Second Prize. Our theme this year was "Joy to 
the World." 
The float was built on an old hay wagon. The boys 
nailed on sideboards and the red, green, and gold 
trimmings. The main part of the float was an old 
songbook page. The music staff was made of black 
masking tape. Notes were drawn and later painted 
black. Steven Lehman painted the words and sprinkled 
them with small stars. 
There were four persons who posed as carolers 
protruding out of the page. The carolers were Curt and 
Pat Hess (the youth advisors), Kim Harris, and Ronald 
H offer. 
Frank Lentz helped us with ideas and we bought our 
material from him. The prize money helped us pay 
for the cost of our January retreat. 
The float took exactly three days to build. The page 
was the hardest section to make. It was a lot of work, 
but when we found out we had won, the hard work was 
all forgotten. 












July 28-Aug. 3 
Aug. 3-10 
Aug. 28-Sept. 2 
For Information 
Children's Camps — Harvey Stickley, 
R. 2, Petersburg, Ontario. 
Teen Camp — Garth Cubitt, 649 Fourth 
Ave. East, Owen Sound, Ontario. 
Family Camp and camp rentals — Lewis 
Heise, R. 1, Unionville, Ontario. 
The camp is now winterized and is 
available year round. 
APOSTLE TO IRELAND 
from back cover 
Patrick died March 17, probably in 461, although the 
year is not definite. He had become known as "The 
Apostle of Ireland." Catholics trumpet him as the patron 
saint of Ireland. St. Pa-trick's Day, observed on March 
17, is the only national holiday in Ireland. 
The banner of Ireland, a red diagonal cross on a white 
background became known as St. Patrick's cross. When 
in 1801 the Irish parliament united with Great Britain, 
St. Patrick's cross was combined with the crosses of St. 
George and St. Andrew to form the Union Jack of 
Britain. 
Among the writings of St. Patrick's that have been 
preserved is this declaration: Christ with me, Christ 
before me, Christ behind me, Christ at my right, Christ 
at my left, Christ in breath, Christ in length, Christ in 
height, Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of 
me, Christ in the mouth of every man who speaks to me, 
Christ in the eyes of every man who sees me, Christ in the 
ear of every man who hears me. Salvation is the Lord's 




Guy Carawan, folk singer from Pitzer 
College, Claremont, Calif., will present an 
evening of folk music as the next Cultural 
Series event on Tuesday, March 13. 
Staley Lectureship 
Dr. Akbar Abdul-Haqq, will visit 
Messiah College, March 26-30, as the 
Staley Lecturer for 1972-73. An ordained 
minister of the United Methodist Church, 
Dr. Haqq is a full-time associate to Dr. 
Billy Graham. 
In addition to speaking in chapel daily, 
he will lecture to several classes. On 
Tuesday he will speak at the Philadelphia 
campus. 
Born in Ludhiana, India, to Christian 
parents. Dr. Haqq as a firstborn child was 
set apart for the ministry. He received a 
B.A. degree with honors and two M.A. 
degrees, cum laude, from the University of 
the Punjab, India. He earned his Ph.D. 
degree in History of Religions from 
Northwestern University in Illinois. 
Dr. Haqq's desire to be used of the Lord 
for the evangelization of India and the Far 
East is being fulfilled in an effectual 
ministry in those areas. 
Spring Vacation 
Spring Recess at Messiah will begin 
Friday, March 16 and continue through 
Sunday, March 25. Students will resume 
studies on Monday, March 26. 
The annual spring tour of Choral Socie-
ty will coincide with the recess. The choir 
will perform in churches and schools in 
Pennsylvania and neighboring states. 
Wind Ensemble Concert 
The Wind Ensemble of Messiah College 
will present a concert of Thursday, March 
15 at 8:00 p.m. in the Eisenhower Campus 
Center. The 52 musicians will perform 
under the direction of William R. Higgins, 
Assistant Professor of Music. 
Featured in the performance will be 
"The Leaves Are Falling," by Warren 
Benson, according to authorities the best 
piece written for wind ensemble in the last 
10 years. Inspired by the poem "Herbst" 
(Autumn) by Rainer Marie Rilke, the 
work portrays the central idea of the 
poem: 
The leaves are falling,. . . 
We all are falling. . . 
And yet there is one who holds this 
falling 
Endlessly gently in his hands. 
The only hint of melody in the song is 
that of the first several measures of "A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God." 
Missions 
The Elizabethtown office is attempting 
to make possible a different type of mis-
sionary contact for churches. Missionaries 
will be available to spend a significant 
amount of time in a local congregation, 
having a number of formal and informal 
times to sharing. We will attempt to tailor 
the experience to the needs of the par-
ticipating congregation. This flexible ap-
proach is in response to suggestions made 
at the open Board meeting at Pequea 
church in January. 
After a two-month interim pastorate at 
Free Grace, Rev. Luke Keefer, principal of 
Ekuphileni Bible Institute (Rhodesia) is 
currently making numerous contacts 
across the Church. He will be in Ontario, 
Ohio, Oregon, California, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, and Kansas, in addition to 
Pennsylvania. 
Lebra Yoder plans to leave March 13 for 
Madhipura Christian Hospital, India. She 
will begin her sixth term of service, having 
first gone to India in 1936. 
MCC 
Trucks and Tools Sent to Nicaragua 
Five hundred shovels, 500 spades, 50 
wheelbarrows, 50 rakes, two pickup trucks 
and two travel trailers will boost Men-
nonite Central Committee's reconstruction 
program in Nicaragua. Church World 
Service is contributing the tools and the 
Goshen, Ind., community through MCC is 
providing the trucks and trailers. 
"Transportation in Nicaragua is a 
problem since many cars were destroyed in 
the quake or have been stolen," said 
Arthur Driedger before he completed his 
term of service as MCC Nicaragua direc-
tor, Jan. 27. "Trucks are needed to haul 
men, tools, and materials, and trailers can 
be used as a field office in the day and for 
housing workers at night." 
Driedger and his successor, Roman 
Gingerich of Goshen explained that some 
of the equipment will be used in building 
temporary housing in Masaya, a town 
about 40 miles from Managua. Many 
refugees fled to Masaya to seek shelter 
with friends and relatives after the quake. 
Temporary residences are needed for 
families who are overcrowding available 
housing. 
The Brethren in Christ mission 
residences and church are first on the 
building repairs list. Repair of middle class 
homes is also being considered. Many 
middle class homeowners who lost jobs 
and suffered home damage left their 
houses because they did not feel they were 
safe. Rebuilding aid would facilitate their 
return. 
MCC is working closely with the 
Evangelical Committee for Helping the 
Earthquake Victims (CEPAD), a local 
interdenominational committee with 27 
participating church groups and inter-
national agencies. MCC has contributed to 
CEPAD $1,000 and will be contributing 
$4,000 more in the next several weeks for 
emergency food supplies. One thousand 
lightweight blankets, sheets, towels, school 
kits and health kits will soon be shipped to 




The Grantham congregation held an 
"Open House" on Sunday afternoon, Feb. 
4, to welcome home Rich and Kathy 
Stuebing who have recently returned from 
missionary service in Africa. They will be 
returning to Lusaka, Zambia, the end of 
April for three more years. The pastor at 
Grantham is Dr. Robert B. Ives and Rev. 
Paul Hostetler is the associate pastor. 
The Iron Springs congregation reports 
that on Sunday, Feb. 11, three persons 
were received into church membership. 
Two children of Mr. and Mrs. John Hart-
man were also dedicated to the Lord. Rev. 
Amos Kipe is the pastor. 
The Mechanicsburg congregation held a 
"Sweetheart Dinner" on Feb. 17 for all 
married and engaged couples. Mrs. Ruth 
B. Stoltzfus was the guest speaker. Mrs. 
Stoltzfus was also the speaker for a Chris-
tian Home Conference held on Feb. 18. 
Rev. W. Rupert Turman is the pastor. 
The Pioneer Girls of the New Guilford 
congregation held a box lunch auction on 
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Saturday, Jan. 27, with part of the 
proceeds going to an injured girl who was 
formerly a Sunday school member. The 
pastor is Rev. Marlin Ressler. 
ATLANTIC 
The Elizabethtown congregation held a 
"Musical Happening" on Sunday evening, 
Feb. 11. Featured were a choir, male duet, 
vibraharp, guitar, string base, and con-
gregational singing. The pastor is Rev. 
Glenn Ginder. 
The Refton congregation featured a 
"Testimony Explosion" on Sunday 
evening, Feb. 11. when those attending 
Bible study groups and Good News Clubs 
were given opportunity to share what the 
Lord is doing in their groups. There was 
also special music and a message by the 
pastor, Rev. W. Dale Allison. 
CANADIAN 
The Boyle congregation received nine 
new members into church fellowship on 
Sunday, Jan. 28. Rev. Edward Gilmore is 
the pastor. 
Ten persons from the Ridgemount con-
gregation received certificates for "reading 
the Bible through in '72." The congrega-
tion has now formed a "Chapter a Day 
Club," under the direction of George 
Sider. The club will share from portions 
read by members in their meetings. Rev. 
John W. Schock is the pastor. 
CENTRAL 
On Feb. 4, the Beulah Chapel congrega-
tion (Springfield, Ohio) held a baptismal 
service for five people. One of these was a 
72 year old man who has just accepted 
Christ. The congregation has recently 
purchased a new Dodge mini-bus. The 
pastor at Beulah Chapel is Rev. Harold 
Paulus. 
The ladies of the Nappanee congregation 
enjoyed a Missionary Tea at the home of 
Mrs. David Climenhaga on Sunday after-
noon, Feb. II in honor of Mrs. Erwin 
Thomas. Mrs. Thomas spoke to the group, 
telling about their recent trip to Japan 
where they visited their son, Dwight, and 
his wife, Carol. She spoke mainly on the 
lives of missionary wives in Japan. Rev. 
Eugene Wingert is the pastor. 
The Western Hills congregation 
received seven people into church 
membership on Sunday, Feb. 4. The 
pastor is Rev. J. Andrew Stoner. 
PACIFIC 
The young people of Redwood Country 
congregation held a retreat at Diamond 
Lake on Jan. 19 and 20. A film was shown 
and guest speaker was Jim Settle, YFC 
Director. Rev. Amos Buckwalter is the 
pastor. 
Children and adults of Upland congrega-
tion enjoyed Marcy Tigner and Little 
Marcy, the singing doll-puppet on Sunday, 
Feb. 4. The pastor is Rev. Elbert Smith. 
March 10, 1973 
BIRTHS 
Albrecht: A son, born Jan. 30 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Ron Albrecht, Rosebank con-
gregation, Ont. 
Eldridge: James Wilfred, born Jan. 24 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred Eldridge, Boyle 
congregation, Ont. 
Engle: Daphne Grace, born Feb. 10 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Engle, Maytown con-
gregation. Pa. 
Feese: Angela Dawn, born Jan. 22 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Feese, Grantham 
congregation, Pa. 
Fimiano: MaryJo Ellen, born Feb. 7 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fimiano, Souderton 
congregation. Pa. 
Fretz: Hubert Jay, born Aug. 28 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Hubert Fretz, Falls View con-
gregation, Ont. 
Mangan: Jennifer Lynne, born Jan. 23 
to Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Mangan, Bertie 
congregation, Ont. 
Saltans: Anna Marie, born Dec. 2 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Sallans, Rosebank 
congregation, Ont. ' 
Wismer: Cynthia Ann, born Dec. 17 to 
Mr. and Mrs. John Wismer, Rosebank 
congregation, Ont. 
Woodland: James Paul, born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Keith Woodland, Wainfleet con-
gregation, Ont. 
WEDDINGS 
A d a m s - C r a m e r : Kathy Cramer , 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Krause, 
New Providence, Pa., and Glenn, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene C. Adams, Lan-
caster, Pa., Oct. 21 in the Lancaster 
Church with Rev. Eber D. Dourte 
officiating. 
Bean-Buckwalter: Pauline, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Buckwalter, Birdsboro, 
Pa., and John, son of Rev. and Mrs. 
Charles Bean, Berrysburg, Pa., Dec. 30 in 
the Coventry Methodist Church with Rev. 
Luke Keefer, Jr., officiating. 
Bradford-Blagg: Brenda Sue, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Roy E. Blagg, and Gayle 
L. Ill , son of Mr. and Mrs. Gayle L. 
Bradford, Jr., both of Tipp City, Ohio, 
Feb. 10 in the Phoneton Church with Rev. 
Elam O. Dohner officiating. 
Dell-Noel: Evelyn Noel and William 
Dell, Jan. 20 in the Bellevue Park Church 
with Rev. Luke Keefer and Rev. John K. 
Stoner officiating. 
Sallans-Mills: Brooke, daughter of Mrs. 
P. Mills, and Dale, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Roy Sallans, Dec. 9 with Rev. Wayne 
Schiedel officiating. 
Sallans-Peyton: Diane, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. T. Peyton, and James, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Sallans, Dec. 23 in the 
Rosebank Church, with Rev. Wayne 
Schiedel officiating. 
Smith-Slagenweit : Patr icia Ann, 
daughter of Mrs. Marie Slagenweit, Mar-
tinsburg, Pa., and James Patrick, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry L. Smith, Naples, 
Fla., Feb. 10 in the Martinsburg Church 
with Rev. Robert Keller officiating. 
OBITUARIES 
Dilts: Elmer Dilts, Wainfleet, Ont., 
born April I, 1900, died Feb. 5, 1973. 
He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Benson 
Dilts. He is survived by two sons: Keith 
and Arthur; a daughter, Mrs. Joseph 
Myers: three brothers and a sister. His 
wife preceded him in death seven years 
ago. The funeral service was held in the 
Lampman's Funeral Home, Fenwick.Ont. 
with Rev. Edward Gilmore and Rev. 
Ronald Lofthouse officiating. Interment 
was in the Maple Lawn Cemetery. 
Holtry: John E. Holtry, born Feb. 8, 
1919, died Jan. 29, 1973. He is survived by 
two sons: Dennis Lee and William David; 
a daughter, Mrs. Anita Ann Greenman; 
and a foster son, Duane Bennett. He is also 
survived by a b ro ther and four 
grandchildren. The funeral service was 
held in the Mowersville Church with Rev. 
William Rosenberry and Rev. Barton 
Starr. Interment was in the Roxbury 
Cemetery. 
McCorkle: Mrs. Ida E. McCorkle, 81, 
died Jan. 27, 1973, in the Milton S. 
Hershey Medical Center, Pa. She was 
married to Harvey B. McCorkle who pre-
ceded her in death. She is survived by six 
sons: John S., David S., Howard N., Paul 
L., Alvin H., and James H.; and six 
daughters: Mrs. Elbert Meyerhoffer, Mrs. 
Carrie Leisure, Mrs. Paul Sheaffer, Mrs. 
Willard Deppen, Mrs. Jeannette Vozzella, 
and M rs. Howard Trimble. She is also sur-
vived by two brothers, a sister, 43 grand-
children, 29 great-grandchildren, and one 
great-great-grandchild. She was a member 
of the Shenks Brethren in Christ Church. 
The funeral was held at Shenks Church 
with Rev. Arthur H. Brubaker and Rev. J. 
Herbert Miller officiating. Interment was 
in the Broad View Cemetery. 
Reamon: Mrs . Grace Reamon , 
Stevensville, Ont., died Jan. 18, 1973, in 
the Fort Erie Hospital. She was married to 
Elmer Reamon who survives. Also sur-
viving are four sons and three daughters. 
She was a member of the Bertie Brethren 
in Christ Church, Ont. The funeral service 
was conducted by Rev. Wilbur W. Benner 
and Rev. William Charlton. Interment was 
in the Bertie Cemetery. 
Sollenberger: Edward J. Sollenberger, 
88, of Harrisburg, Pa., died Jan. 27, 1973. 
He was married to Lizzie M. Sollenberger 
who survives. He is also survived by a 
number of nieces and nephews. He was a 
member of the Messiah Brethren in Christ 
Church. Funeral services were held at the 
Messiah Home Chapel and the New 
Guilford Church with Rev. T. M. Books 
and Rev. Leroy G. Yoder officiating. 
Interment was in New Guilford Cemetery. 
Strawderman: Miss Seba E. Strawder-
man, 79, of Elizabethtown, Pa., died Feb. 
10, 1973. She had no immediate survivors. 
The funeral service was held in the 
Middletown Funeral Home with Rev. 
Arthur Brubaker officiating. Interment 
was in Shenks Cemetery. 
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Apostle to Ireland 
C UCH A MASS of aberrant legends envelopes the 
story of Saint Patrick that the true identity of this 
great missionary to Ireland is scarcely known. History 
confirms, however, that the Christian church in Ireland 
was established under his leadership. So powerful was his 
influence that the impact of his ministry was felt 
throughout the then-known world. 
Patrick was born in Scotland about 396 A.D. This was 
the time in history when the high-prowed boats fre-
quented the harbors of Scotland. Often innocent young 
people were captured to be sold as slaves. 
This was the fate of young Patrick. When he was 16 
years old he was snatched from his Christian home near 
the present Glasgow. The bearded pirates carried him to 
Antrim on the north-eastern coast of Ireland. Here a 
cruel chief named Milchu bought the new slave. 
For Patrick a carefree youth was replaced by hardship 
and privation. He was enveloped by loneliness. While 
climbing the rocky cliffs, watching his master's sheep, 
Patrick reflected on his childhood teaching. He realized 
his need of the God his parents loved. In true repentance 
he committed his life to God. 
From that day on the steep, wind-swept rocks became 
a place of worship. Writing about this experience later, 
he said, "I was daily tending the flocks and praying 
frequently every day that the love of God might be more 
enkindled in my heart." 
At last Patrick made his escape. After six years of 
slavery he finally made his way to the harbor where he 
boarded a boat for Gaul. Here he studied for three years 
to prepare himself for the preaching of the gospel before 
returning to Scotland to be reunited with his family. 
What a happy occasion it was for Patrick and'his loved 
ones! 
In spite of the joys of reunion and freedom, St. Patrick 
could not forget Ireland. Its degraded condition had 
made an inerasable impression upon his mind. He had 
evidenced the spiritual needs of its people. In return for 
their mistreatment of him, the former captive felt only 
pity for his captors. He longed to tell these worshippers 
of the sun about "The true Son Who is Christ." 
Then, one night he saw in a dream a man carrying 
books. On one was engraved the title: The Voice of the 
The author is a free lance writer living near Delisle, Saskatchewan. The 
family worships with the Delisle Brethren in Christ Church of which 
Robert Climenhaga is pastor. 
Irish. As he pondered this he seemed to hear voices call, 
"We beseech thee, child of God; come and again walk 
among us." 
He recognized this as the call of God. His heart 
responded. Well he knew the dangers that confronted 
him in his purpose. After another stitch of study in Gaul 
in preparation for the task, he overrode the entreaties of 
his relatives and the opposition of the Druids in return-
ing to Ireland. It may well have been at this point in his 
life that he wrote the pungent words, "I bind myself 
today to the power of God to guide me, the Word of God 
to speak for me, and the hosts of God to defend me." 
His intention was to go first to his former captor with 
the message of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. 
However, word of his coming preceded him. When 
Milchu heard that Patrick was coming to see him he 
quickly killed his family and himself. Apparently he 
suspected that the former slave was contemplating 
revenge. 
Learning of Milchu's death Patrick set his face toward 
Tara, the capital of Ireland, to contact Leary, the high 
king. The Druids were celebrating a sacrifice when the 
missionary approached the town. Before entering Tara 
Patrick built himself a bonfire and sat down beside it to 
rest. It was the rule among the Druids that no evening 
fires could be kindled till after the festivity fire was 
burning. When St. Patrick's bonfire was sighted in the 
valley below King Leary angrily dispatched his men to 
bring the offender before him. 
St. Patrick was happy for the opportunity to meet the 
king. He explained to the ruler and his subjects that Jesus 
came to be the Light of the world. Everyone listened. The 
king was impressed. Although there is no record that he 
accepted the gospel message himself he gave St. Patrick 
permission to preach throughout Ireland. 
For over 30 years this aged saint preached the gospel to 
the Irish. He declared the Bible the supreme authority in 
matters of faith and doctrine. His undaunted zeal and 
concern for those to whom he ministered resulted in 
many conversions. So lasting was the impact that years 
later when the pagans overran Britain, Ireland remained 
Christian. The results of his ministry are still evident 
inspite of the unrest which indicates that for many 
Christianity has degenerated to a mere religion. 
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